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immediately introduced a resolution, declaring that no address
for the removal of any judicial officer should pass either House
of the legislature, until the causes for such removal are first
stated and entered on the journal, and that a copy thereof shall
he served on the person in office, so that he may he admitted
to a hearing in his defence "before each House. This was
adopted, and afterward became a part of the constitution.

On a great many other subjects Mr. Webster took a leading
part in this convention. So. important, indeed, was his "whole
action in this body, that it gave Mm, to use the words of
another, "a degree of confidence, respect, and authority, to
which few in that ancient Common-wealth could lay claim." *
The mere amount of labor which he performed, in this revision
of the constitution of the State, impressed the members arid
the public not less than the ease and. readiness or the com-
manding ability which he brought to the work.

But, while his duties in that convention would seem to have
been enough to fill the measure of any man's powers, he was
at the same time engaged in writing the celebrated discourse
which he delivered at Plymouth, on the two hundredth anni-
versary of its settlement, December 22, 1820. It lias been
already intimated that this was a new and untried field for Mr.
"Webster to enter. The orations which, he had delivered on the
4th of July, nearly all of them before he was five-and-twenty,
may be regarded, as he himself once said of them, as boyish
performances. The subject of his F. E. K oration in 1809,
which was a merely literary discourse, and that of his address
before the "Washington Benevolent Society of Portsmouth in
1812, which was purely political, had neither of them ap-
proached in 'grandeur the theme on which,he was now to
appear in the character of an orator. ]STor had he been> since
those comparatively unimportant occasions, in the habit of ap-
pearing before the public in that character, or of discussing
subjects with a view to any other than, business purposes. He
was known to be the possessor of great eloquence, to be a pro-
found and original 'writer, and master of a singularly correct
and perspicuous EngEsh' %k. Still, the construction of one
of those capital discourses, which, adapted to the demands of
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